
  

 

 

JAMES CUSACK RECEIVES 2010 NY GOVERNORôS ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD  
   

 New York State Office of Alcoholism 

and  Subs tance  Abuse  Serv ices                 

Commissioner, Karen Carpenter-Palumbo 

presented James Cusack, Co-Founder and 

President of Veritas Villa with the 2010   

Governorôs Lifetime Achievement Award at 

the Alcoholism and Substance Abuse        

Providers of NY Stateôs annual conference, 

October 18, 2010 in Saratoga Springs, NY.  

Each year, the Governor honors a member of 

the chemical dependency treatment field for 

exhibiting servant leadership and advocacy in 

the advancement of prevention, treatment and 

recovery services in New York.  For Jim 

Cusack, the award came as a complete         

surprise with the help of Veritas Villa Staff who were on hand to congratulate Jim on receiving such a     

well-deserved honor.  (Pictured above: Jim, Sue and the Veritas Villa staff with OASAS Commissioner 

Karen Carpenter-Palumbo.) 
 

VERITAS  VILLA  RECEIVES GRAYMOORôS  

ANNUAL  ñSHARING  HOPEò AWARD  
 

 The Friars held their 17th Annual 

Sharing of Hope Celebration Dinner on      

October 8th at the Pierre in New York City.  

The benefit honors those who have shown a 

commitment to helping others and inspiring 

hope. 

 Jim and Sue Cusack and the Veritas 

Villa treatment facility received the Graymoor 

Sharing Hope Award.  Chancellor of St.   

Francis College, Frank Macchiarola and his 

wife, Mary, were presented the Graymoor 

Award.  Larry May of InfoGroup / Direct  

Media Millard was awarded the Graymoor 

Community Service Award.  V. Rev. James F. 

Puglisi, SA, Minister General, presented the awards on behalf of the friars. (Pictured above from left: Sue 

and Jim Cusack, Mary and Frank Macchiarola, Debby and Larry May, Mary Higgins Clark Conheeney, and 

V. Rev. James F. Puglisi, SA, Minister General.) 
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2010 THANKSGIVING  AT  THE  VILLA  WITH  GRATITUDE  AND FELLOWSHIP  

 

   The Villa Family and guests joyfully celebrated a legacy of love and 

fellowship at its 37th Annual Thanksgiving feast November 25, 2010.  

Veritas Villa Staff member emeritus, Matt Ryan who counseled thousands 

of clients during his tenure at Veritas remains very much a part of the 

Villa family.   Matt, who makes Thanksgiving Day Dinner at Veritas part 

of his holiday ritual, was on hand again this year to receive a special 

plaque recognizing him for his contributions and dedication to upholding 

the mission of recovery.   Recognition and thanks also to the terrific jobs 

done by the kitchen staff and crew who worked to prepare a delicious   

turkey and all the trimmings served following Grace said by Father Jack 

Hauser. Also visiting was former VV staff counselor, Pat OôKeefe and his 

family, pictured to the right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NCADD/WESTCHESTER CHAMPIONS  RECOVERY  AT  ANNUAL  AWARDS DINNER  

     Award recipients chosen by the Westchester branch of 

the National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 

(NCADD) spoke passionately about the need for advocacy 

and education to augment the treatment of drug and alcohol 

addiction at NCADDôs Annual Marty Mann Benefit 

Awards Dinner, November 11, 2010.  The event was held 

at the Lake Isle Country Club in Eastchester, NY.  Scott 

Clark of WABC-TV emceed the evening and Christopher 

Kennedy Lawford was the keynote speaker.   Among the 

honorees accepting awards were WCBS-TV Westchester 

Bureau Reporter, Tony Aiello, VP and Treasurer of The 

Christopher D. Smithers Foundation, Thomas D. Croci and 

EVP Four Winds Hospital, Janet Segal, LCSW.  Veritas 

Villa lent its support to NCADD/Westchester by sending a 

representative crew, including Executive Team Member, Joe Stoeckeler, CASAC, Barbara Murray, Special 

Projects Coordinator, Fr. Jack Hauser, Spiritual Director, Michael Holsborg, NCAC and Joanne  Tirante, 

CASAC from the Womenôs Treatment Team.   
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VERITAS  VILLA ôS 37TH  ANNUAL  DINNER  DANCE  
 

       For Jim and Sue Cusack, founders of Veritas Villa, the 2010 

Veritas Villa Dinner Dance was the last of its kind as we know it, 

ushering in what promises to be a wave of future annual celebrations 

under the banner, The Villa Veritas Foundation Annual Dinner 

Dance.  For the Cusacks, re-establishing Veritas Villa as a non-profit 

has been a labor of love executed to ensure the legacy and philosophy 

of the facility as a safe haven for recovering alcoholics and addicts 

for generations to come. 

       The 37th Annual Veritas Villa Dinner Dance was held October 22, 2010 at Terrace on the Park in         

Flushing Meadow, Queens.  Roger Ross, President of LAP, New York, and EAP Director for the Steamfitters 

(Local 638) was the 2010 honoree and received an award from Jim Cusack in appreciation for his years of 

dedication and service to the Recovery community.  Also honored for her loyal service to Veritas for over 20 

years was VV Executive Team Member, Pat Cooney. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ELLENVILLE  GALA  
Past President and Board Member of the Ellenville Regional Hospital 

Foundation (ERH), the Honorable Ronald Elias was honored posthumously 

for his professional accomplishments and service to the community at the 

ERH Foundationôs Annual Gala on September 25th, 2010. The function 

was held at Honorôs Haven Resort, Kerhonkson NY where strong          

supporters of ERH from Veritas Villa attended to participate in the        

evenings activities. 

 A New Day 
 

Donôt worry any longer 

thereôs no reason to cry 

this new path will guide you 

and wipe your tears dry 

if feeling misguided 

look ahead and say 

this is my new path 

todayôs a new day                                                           
            

                     - Samantha-Jo  

    
   Poetry Corner Samantha-Jo is 17 years old.  

She frequently writes to her 

mother, Lois, who was in treat-

ment at Veritas Villa.  When 

Samantha Jo learned from her 

Mom that poetry was part of the 

Womenôs Program and her 

Momôs recovery would benefit 

the whole family, SamanthaïJo 

wrote a poem too!  


